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REMARKS 

Claims 1-4 have been examined, with all claims rejected. Claims 1 and 2 have been 
canceled, and claim 5 has been added. Thus claims 3-5 are pending. 

Specification 

The disclosure has been objected to because on page 3, line 15, "lastter" should be -latter-. 
Applicant has made this correction, and thus this objection is overcome. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 2-4 have been objected to because in line 1, "A" should be "The". Applicant has 
made this correction, and thus this objection is overcome. 

Claims Rejections - 35 USC 112 

Claim 4 has been rejected under 35 USC 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite. In 
particular, the Examiner asserts that "rubber-like and like elastomeric materials" is ambiguous and 
should instead be "rubber and elastimeric materials". Applicant has made the correction suggested 
by the Examiner, and thus this rejection is overcome. 

Claims Rejections - 35 USC 102 and 103 

Claims 1 and 2 have been rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by Kaatz (U.S. 
Patent No. 3,908,909), and claims 3 and 4 have been rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kaatz in view of Yocum (U.S. Patent No. 5,396,684). 

Claims 1 and 2 have been canceled, and independent claim 5 has been added. 

New independent claim 5 is directed to a rectangular wedge for placement under a leg of a 
table which is unstable, wherein the wedge comprises a thin triangular section having a strap 
extending from its thicker end, the strap having an L-shaped bend formed at or near its mid-point so 

{W:\04616\0200064US0\00488330.DOC IIIilllMIIIIHiDDIIlD } 



. Application No.: 10/678,520 

* 



*5 



Docket No.: 04616/0200064-US0 



that in use the outer end of the strap may be turned on itself and adjustably attached to itself at or 
near the bend to hold the wedge captive to the table leg when the wedge is jammed under the leg to 
prevent movement of the table, the wedge and the strap being integrally moulded of a deformable 
but resilient material. 

The applied prior art does not suggest a thin wedge with an integrally moulded strap with an 
L-shaped bend to which the end of the strap can be adjustably attached. 

Kaatz discloses a spike or "anchor pin" for a garden hose. Yocom discloses a cord- 
anchoring device. Although each of the Kaatz and Yocom devices may look similar to that of the 
claimed invention, they certainly do not suggest a wedge for stabilizing a table, as required by the 
claimed invention. Moreoever, they do not suggest a strap having an L-shaped bend formed at or 
near its mid-point so that in use the outer end of the strap may be turned on itself and adjustably 
attached to itself at or near the bend to hold the wedge captive to the table leg when the wedge is 
jammed under the leg to prevent movement of the table, as also required by the claimed invention. 
Thus, the pending claims are patentable over the applied prior art for at least these reasons. 
Reconsideration and withdrawal of this rejection is respectfully requested. 

In view of the above, Applicant believes the pending application is in condition for 
allowance. 
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